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Associate Pastor of Youth & Small Groups  9/2011-9/2016 
Hope Evangelical Free Church, Roscoe, IL 

Youth - led a team of volunteers, taught Sunday School and coordinated Sunday 
School team, led youth group, created curriculum, developed a youth worship team, 
planned and led a variety of events, preached fairly often to appx. 600 people, 
mentored interns. Served on the elder board for 4 years. 
Small Groups - Coordinated groups, equipped existing group leaders twice a year, 
created a small group leaders small group equipping experience for new leaders. 

Youth Pastor   9/2008 – 9/2011
Our Saviour Evangelical Free Church, Wheeling, IL 

Led team of volunteers, taught Sunday school/youth group, created curriculum, 
mentored an intern, empowered a youth worship team, developed Student Action 
Leadership Team (SALT), led various outreaches and events, preached on several 
occasions to appx 300, led an adult small group.  

Youth Pastor  8/2006 – 8/2008 
North Shore Chinese Christian Church, Deerfield, IL 

Led Friday night youth group, developed and directed team of volunteers, created 
curriculum, disciple students, planned lock-ins and retreats, preached several times 
to appx 150 people. 

Youth/ Young Adult/ Singles Intern  5/15/2005 - 9/16/2005 
Homewood Evangelical Free Church, Moline, IL 

Directed young adult ministry, produced weekly devotions for singles/college age 
groups, taught junior high Sunday school, facilitated Singles group, led Divorce Care 
Group. 

Education 

 

I am called to and passionate about creatively communicating the life changing truth of 

God’s Word to the world and equipping the saints to live missionally. 

Pastor 

Spiritual Gifts 

Preaching, teaching, 

strategic leadership 

LEADERSHIP STYLE 

I am a persuader/teammate 

leader whose  

motivated role is 

conceptualizer/prototyper. 

Experience 

2005 Masters of Divinity 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Deerfield, IL 

2000 BAA: Broadcasting & Cinematic Arts/ Minor in Art 
Central Michigan University, Mount Pleasant, MI 

Ministry Focus 

Expertise 

 Theologically trained practical teacher

 Engaging Expositional preacher

 Skilled in strategic leadership

 Creative communicator utilizing media

 Culturally relevant and social media savvy

 Warm relational nature



Date of birth 

1/19/1977 

Influences 

A.W. Tozer, C.S. Lewis, John 

Piper, Andy Stanley, Matt 

Chandler, James MacDonald, 

Tim Keller, Craig Groeschel   

Theology 

Calvinist 

Covenant Theology 

Historic Premillennial 

Complementarian 

HOBBIES 

Reading, writing, painting, 

drawing, photography, 

videography, singing, playing 

guitar, cooking, eating, and 

spending quality time with my 

family. 

References available upon request 

Youth Pastor  2/2003- 3/1/2005 
Grace & Truth Presbyterian Church, Highland Park, IL 

Created/ led worship team, planned/ led two annual retreats, developed 

curriculum for youth group, preached every Sunday, trained student leaders, 

instituted Friday night program (similar to Faith Church below) 

Interim Youth Pastor  9/2001- 5/2002 
Faith Evangelical Presbyterian Church Auburn Hills, MI 

Led youth worship team, taught topical messages Monday/Wednesday night, 

directed Youth Sunday school staff and curriculum, initiated Friday night outreach 

programs. 

My mother was the spiritual leader in our family. She took us to VBS and Sunday 

School weekly where I invited Jesus “into my heart” a million times in elementary 

school. At 13, I dedicated my life to Jesus and was baptized. I have followed hard 

after Him since. 

At about 15, I sensed God call me into a life of vocational Christian service. Then, I 

thought God only called people as missionaries or senior pastors. So, I met with 

my pastors to understand what path to take and they affirmed me and even let 

me preach my first sermon at 16. After High School, I studied at a secular 

university because I saw my sister thrive there and wanted to obey my parents’ 

request to get a “tent-making” degree. During college I volunteered at a youth 

group and served in Fellowship of Christian Athletes and InterVarsity. Upon 

graduation I worked with InterVarsity as a volunteer while serving youth at my 

home church. After that, God opened a door in to be an interim youth pastor. 

When that position ended, God directed me to seminary to become a sharper 

instrument for him. During seminary, I have served as a part-time youth pastor at 

two different ethnic churches and started up a youth ministry network at school. 

After seminary, I married my now late wife, Victoria, and later pursued full-time 

ministry at Our Saviour EFC until God moved me to Hope EFC.  Most recently, God 

has confirmed through other pastors, elders, and congregants my gifting in 

preaching and teaching ministry as well as pastor/shepherding gifts and strategic 

leadership which have proven useful in youth ministry but would, I believe, be a 

better fit in a senior or preaching pastor role.  

I was happily married for 7.75 years to my best friend, Victoria, before she passed 

into glory May 13, 2015 due to brain cancer. I miss her every day, but chose to 

trust God’s perfect plan. 

I recently became engaged to a longtime friend, Audra Dobson. We are planning 
a wedding in July, 2017. She is a school teacher and the part-time worship 

director at Hope EFC where we met and worked together on staff. 

 

 

   

   

 

Experience   Continued 

Family   Life 

Testimony 

Call   to   Ministry 


